Bear Mountain LL.C

91 North Basin Drive (906) 475-9676
Negaunee, MI 49866 (800) 676-9821
April 18, 2011

Representative Ed McBroom

P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909

RE: A Positive Solution for the State of Michigan
Dear Representative McBroom:
My name is Greg Johnson, but my friends call me the "Moose Man".

In 2002, I retired from environmental engineering and invested heavily in Michigan. I designed and built Bear
Mountain Lodge, a hunting estate located outside the city of Marquette, Michigan.

My business provides boar-hunting adventures and brings Guest from across the United States into Michigan.

I called your office in support of Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506, which will properly regulate the industry and
effectively address the concerns of all parties.

In addition to calling to your office, I have spoken with several other Representatives and their staff.
There still appears to be misinformation and confusion regarding the livestock used in the Hunting Estates.
Don’t be misled - Hunting Estates in Michigan do not use Feral Swine,

Feral Swine definition: Swine which have lived their life or any part of their life as free roaming or not
under the husbandry of humans. (Sec 3. of PA 466 of 1988, the Animal Industries Act)

Feral swine are illegal in Michigan and the Hunting Estates are dead set against feral swine.
The Hunting Lodges in Michigan use privately owned livestock, not feral swine.

The Livestock Animals used in hunting estates are Disease Tested and have Proper Identification Tags.

Your Friend,

Greg “Moose Man” Johnson
Bear Mountain LLC

324 Co. Rd. 480

Negaunee, MI 49866

P.S. Your Support for Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506 is important in bringing Michigan back to full
economic recovery. You may contact me directly on my personal cell number (906) 458-1174 for more info.



Record Keeping for Importation of Livestock into Michigan

Complete USDA Protocol - Each swine contains two different ear tags. One metal tag for individual identification and

one plastic tag for proof of Disease Testing is installed. All swine are inspected at their origin by a Veterinarian.
See attached process list,

USDA - Protocol Plastic Ear Tags are installed during the sample collection protocol for Blood Testing

Swine are inspected by a USDA Veterinarian prior to importation. The Veterinarian cross checks the metal
identification tags and the plastic disease testing tags with the accompany manifest and documentation.

Note: This process is strictly enforced at the United States Border.



' Methodology for Livestock Importation into Michigan

' Sporting Swine are imported into Michigan to provide replenishment of breeding livestock and hunting
livestock.

There is stringent protocol for importation of Swine into Michigan. Hunting Estates Follow this Procedure

8)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

The Swine are visually inspected by a Veterinarian (D.V.M.) and shall be found to be free of evidence
of communicable disease and have not been exposed to any such disease during the preceding 60 days.

into Michigan. Document to include Date of Inspection, Location of Inspection, Type of Animals
Inspected and Signature by the Accredited D.V.M. who conducted the Inspection.

Each individual animal is tested for Brucellosis within 30 days of Importation. (Since Canada is PRV
Free testing of PRV is redundant and a waste of time and money, it is currently required and is costing
thousands of dollars) The Sporting Swine are going to a PRV free herd.

Each individual animal is to have two tags, an official identification tag and a corresponding tag to
document the blood tests that were performed on the animal. (Fully Manifested and Traceable)

Letter Number 2 of Documentation of the Tagged and Test animals to accompany the Swine as they
are imported into the United States and then Michigan. Documentation includes Date of Inspection,
Total Number of Animals and Location of Inspected (Farm Address & Owner) and Signature by the
Accredited D.V.M. who conducted the Inspection.

Export Documents - Veterinary Health Certificate for Export of Swine into the United States with
unique Reference Number that identifies each individual animal by Ear Tag, Age, Sex Description and

Practitioner and Dated.

Import Document is the Certificate of Inspection by the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, Veterinary Services. Documenting the Number of Animals, Species, Type and Purpose of
Importation, and other important information, regarding Port of Entry, Country of Origin and the
recipient and destination of the delivery. Sealed, dated and signed by a D.M.V. Veterinary Inspector.

Manifests are on-site for Inspection - The Documentation and manifest is to stay with the owner of the
delivery location. The documentation is made available for inspection.
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Marquette Deer & Game Cutters

1450 East M-28
Marquette, Ml 49855
(906) 362-3369

April 20,2011

Representative Kate Segal

P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, MI 48909

RE: I Support Legislative Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506

Dear Representative Kate Segal:

Marquette Deer & Game Cutters provides butchering services for wild game and the wild boar
livestock that hunters shoot at Bear Mountain Lodge.

Hunters come from different states from all over the country, Wyoming, Washington, and
Connecticut including nearby states of Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota. These hunters have
become my customers. I need this business to keep my workers with jobs.

Bear Mountain Lodge brings needed money into Michigan and those hunters spend good money
on having their animals butchered in Michigan. Times are tough and we need to keep jobs Here!

Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506 are a good way to support Michigan. This legislation will
properly regulate the boar hunting businesses in Michigan and protect our jobs.

I 'want to keep all my employees working. The Passage of Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506 will
keep needed jobs in Michigan and I will be able to keep my workers with jobs.
Kurt Zinski

FEN

Marquette Deer & Game Cutters
(906) 362-3369

Sincerely,

Vote Yes for the Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506



,; 802 S. LAKE STREET

- P.0. BOX 308

_ ‘ MARQUETYTE Mi 49855

,Z,; 152, q W ?msg 906/228-7450
| = FAX 906/228-3188

1-800-894-0088

April 19, 2011

Representative Ed Mcbroom
Michigan House of Representatives
P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, M1 48909

Dear Representative Ed McBroom,

Please consider this letter of support for the passage of House Bills 4503-4506.
This to me is very important legislation and will have great economic impact.

Here in the U.P., we have several enclosed properties that feature trophy class
hunting. The operation that I’m most familiar with is Bear Mountain Lodge, owned and
operated by Greg Johnson.

I have personally visited the lodge several times and have been totally impressed
with Greg’s attention to detail. The entire property is enclosed with a woven steel fence,
plus, there is some type of electrical barrier to keep the animals away from the fence.

Greg certainly has a tremendous investment and an equally successful operation.
His business is visionary and of course, has a sizable economic impact in this chronically
depressed area. An old abandoned mine property is now a money making enterprise that

is important to our community.
Sipgerely YOUIM

omas E. Dubow
President
Lake Superior Press



- TRIPLE 7 TAXIDERMY

Michigan Licensed Taxidermist

Mike Drexler
77 Krooks Rd.
Negaunee, M| 49866

April 21, 2011

Representative Ed McBroom
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909

RE: Legislative Solution Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506 - Support
Dear Representative Ed McBroom:

Taxidermist Shops are closing in Marquette Michigan. Another long term local taxidermy shop
closed this year. We need jobs and business in Michigan.

Triple 7 Taxidermy provides world class taxidermy services for the boars come that from Bear
Mountain Lodge.

I have done taxidermy services for clients that have come from as far away as Australia. This
hunter came all the way across the globe to hunt the boar at Bear Mountain.

These customers come from all over the United States. I do the taxidermy in my shop located in
Negaunee, Michigan and ship the finish artwork across the country.

Many of these hunters have become my long-term customers and will now ship work to me from
other parts of the country. I need this business to keep my workers with jobs.

Bear Mountain Lodge brings needed money into Michigan and those hunters spend their hard
earned money here in Michigan

I urge you to support Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506. This legislation is what is needed to
regulate the boar hunting businesses in Michigan and keep jobs here at home.

The Passage of Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506 will keep needed jobs in Michigan and I will be
able to keep my workers with jobs. Businesses are still closing in Michigan. I want to keep all
my workers and my business running.

Sincerely,

Mike Drexler W )

Owner
Triple 7 Taxidermy

Your passage of this legislation is needed to keep jobs in Michigan.



TERRY JUTILA
190 High Point Court, Marquette MI 49855

April 20, 2011

Rep. Ed McBroom
P. O. Box 30014
Lansing MI 48909

RE: Support of Regulating the Hunting Estates in Michigan

Dear Representatives,

I am writing to urge you to support Bills HB 4503 through 4506 which
will properly regulate the boar hunting industry and effectively

address the concerns of all parties.

I am a banker in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and witness every day the
need for continuing employment oppeortunities for our citizens.

Passage of Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506 will keep needed jobs in
Michigan.

Resifgi;vely, ;7/ )
S A /
Llpsa A

Terry Ju



April 19, 2011

Representative Ben Glardon
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909

RE: Jobs in Michigan - Support Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506
Dear Representative Glardon:

I live next door to Bear Mountain lodge at 292 County Road 480.
My property line is right next to Bear Mountain'’s property.

I was born and raised in Michigan and am 72 Years old.

I watched the place being built in the summer of 2002 and it is
an impressive hunting preserve.

The fencing system, both the electrical fence and the steel
containment fence are effective at keeping the animals inside
the hunting grounds.

I have never seen or have heard of a boar getting out.

I know this as I live next door and I keep a sharp eye out for
any problems.

I have met hunters that have come from all over the country,
(California, Texas, Alabama, Virginia, Maryland, Oregon and
Florida), and they also come from the cities in the Midwestern
states (Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio) and
they spend lots of money and come back with their family and
friends.

These hunters are good people and this is a good business.

Sincerely, &ﬁli;¢;,xl/;2352ééﬁég7
g 5

Fred Melka
(906) 475-7675

Post Script: We need jobs in Michigan, the economy is bad, don’'t
shut down good businesses. You should support and vote yes for
House Bills HB 4503 through HB 4506



cho"
Joseph P O'Leary ﬁ%ﬁﬁ$§

Baraga County Prosecuting Atiomey Q‘_ .

»
“\.‘ o7 ‘A'
‘:ﬁﬁtmﬂﬂjﬂ' County Courthouse Annex
TR 2 N Thid Sireet 4 L'Anse, Michigan 45946

(908} 524-5440 % Fox (906) 524-5832

June 15, 2007

Martin Al Rodriquez, Compliance Manager
Animal Industry Bivision
Michigan Department of Agriculture

P.O. Box 30017
Lansing, MI 48909

Re: Feral swine

Dear Mr, Rodriquez,
Having reviewed your June 11, 2007 letter informing me of the
"emerging animal issue” of feral swine it was diffieult not to be
offended. However, T do understand that in Lansing administrations
change and institutional memories fade quickly. I also understand
that the experience and concernsg of citizens residing in the Upper
Peninsula are seldom taken 8eriously, For that reasen I will
withhold my anger, Nonetheless, 1 simply could not rezist responding
Lo your request thar I help you “effectively eliminate feral 3wine” .
Attached is correspondence between myself and the Department
of Agriculture. As you can see, I was first confronted with this
“emerging animal lssue” five years 4go. Despite numerous warnings
and repeated requests for assistarce, Baraga County received no help
from tha Department of Agriculture (MDA}, the Department of Natural
Resocurces (CNR}, or any other state agency. Indeed, no state agency
80 much asg acknowledged that a problem existed which merited its
attention. of course, now that the Problem has festered and presents
Statewide health, safety and environmental issues the MDA and DNR
at last recognize the true nature 0of the very threat I brought to
their attention in 2002. Good actions come better late thap never,
In case anyone is interested, we have already eliminated feral
swine in Baraga County, without any assistance from Lansing. The
last reported sighting of these creatures was in November of 2002.
If I can be »f agsistance ir MDA’ s effort to address this “emerging
issue” I will be glad to help. You may rest assured that 1 will not
Lreaf you in the same dismissive ranrer I was treated 5 years ago.

Sin arely,
| ;ﬁ 2.
oFeph P.-O'Leary
¢¢:  Kim Eddie, DPAAM ’

Lies] Clark, MDA
Steve Halstead, Mpa



Record Keeping for Importation of Livestock into Michigan

USDA Protocol - Each swine contains two different ear tags. One metal tag for individual identification and one

plastic tag for proof of Disease Testing is installed. All swine are inspected at their ori gin by a Veterinarian.
See attached process list.

USDA — Protocol Plastic Ear Tags are installed during the sample collection protocol for Blood Testing

Swine are inspected by a USDA Veterinarian prior to importation. The Veterinarian cross checks the metal
identification tags and the plastic disease testing tags with the accompany manifest and documentation.

Note: This process is strictly enforced at the United States Border.
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Bob Teddy o Rick Johnson
SHERIFF L UNDERSHERIFF

Baraga Countp Sheritf

P.O. Box 307 ~ 940 U.S. 41
L’Anse, Michigan 49946
(906) 524-6177
FAX (908) 524-55677

March 1, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my understanding that the Michigan Department of Natural Resources feels
that Baraga County has a feral pig (wild boars) problem. Being in law enforcerpent 1n
Baraga County for the past 35 years, 23 of which as Sheriff, I experience only one
incident with feral pigs
_“I'he incident occurred in the summer of "06, several wild boars escaped from a game
farm located in a remote area of the county. Local hunters quickly alleviated the
problem. If you any question s or concerns feel free to contact me.

ly,

éob Teddy -

To Protect and Serve

04/22/2011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX NO 5055]) [Ao002
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Houghton County

MAaR~Y4—2911  11-u2
-

403 E. Houghton Ave. - Houghton, Michigan 49931 g
Fhone: (206) 482-0035 * Fax: (906) 487-5949 Roy A. Britz

Brian J. McLean ¢-mall: sheritf@houghtonsheriff.com Undersheriff
Sheriff website: www houghtonsheriff.com 911 Coordinalor

March 3, 2011

To Wham It May Concern;

Houghton County is not experiencing any problems with feral hogs. We have had
no complaints reported to this office.

Sincerely,

Afrl

Brian J. MclLean

Sheriff

Misglan Statement: To prescrve and encoursge s safe commumity and to enforce the lyw with compassion, fairness, hanesty end integrity.
TOTAL P.BA1

04/22/2011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX NO 5055]) ool



up.nct Mail - Fwd: Feral Swine )

‘ gp ] ne.t Brenda Turunen <bstg@up.net>

“RET o Correchord - ot ol

F‘V—Vd Feral Swine

1 message

Jeff DeBacker <jdebacker@pasty.net> Tue, Mar 29, 2011 at 8:42 PM
To: Brenda Turuner <bstg@up.net>, Gregory Johnson <GAJ@up.net>

Hi,

Here is the note from Sheriff Ballweg. Let me know when you receive this.

Thank you,
Jeff

Forwarded message
From: Gary Ballweg < ballweg@deltacountymi.org>
Date: Tue, Mar 29, 2011 at 1:51 PM

Subject: RE: Feral Swine

To: Jeff DeBacker <jdebacker@pasty.net>

Mr. DeBacker: You contacted me earfier and asked that | research the frequency of comptaints or information
received at the Delta County Sheriff Department pertaining to feral swine.

Let me start off with the fact that we can not search records for such an item. | have been here at the Sheriff
Department for 34 years. | also asked other staff here and Animal Control Officer Ed Olson who has been in that

position for more than 20 years.

About 4 or 5 years ago we had calls on one or two pigs that had gotten away from a farmer east of Perkins, Mi. While
that farmer denied they were his pigs, we knew that they were. At least one pig was loose for more than a year.
During that time we received 2 or 3 calis on the same pig or pigs. The Sheriff Department has had no other calls or
information regarding feral pigs. wild swine or loose pigs.

As a side note: We have had more incidents (several) over the years about wild cattle. Some of these cows
remained loose for 2-3 years.

Delta County Sheriff Gary Baliweg (906) 786-3633

htlps://mail.google.com/ahxp.nct/?ui=2&ik=5 14613b729&view=pt&scarch=inbox&th—-l 2£04361f...  3/30/2011

04/22/2011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX NO 5055) 1004
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‘;lp ] neT Brenda Turunen <bstg@up.net>

AF The Rght Gorreriions - 1o youl

FWd : Zero Complaints to Law Ehforcevment‘ regarding Wiwld
Boars at Large.

1 message

Jeff DeBacker <jdebacker@pasty.net> Tue, Mar 29, 2011 at 8:44 PM
To: Brenda Turuner <bstg@up.net>, Gregory Johnson <GAJ@up.net>

Hi,
This is the letter from Shefiff Lovelace in Mamuette county. Let me know when we receive this also.

Thank you,
Jeff

Forwarded message

From: Michael Lovelace <Mlovelace@matcty.org>
Date: Tue, Mar 29, 2011 at 3:00 PM
Subject: Zero Complaints to Law Enforcement regarding Wild Boars at Large.

To: Jdebacker@pasty.net

Hi Jeft,

This is just a quick note to ket you know that we have had ZERO Complaints regarding Wild Boars at Large during the
past year. In fact, | can't remember having a single, sofitary report of a Wild Boar at Large since | have been Sheriff of
Marquette County, and that's 15 years. | would suggest you also contact the Michigan State Police as they are the
only other Jurisdiction that would also sefvice your area of the County.

Please don't hesitate to contact me if | can be of service fo you again. |can be reached during normal business hours
at 908-225-B437, after hours, weekends and holidays at 905-485-4269 and any other time on my mobile phone at

806-458-8882.
Happy to be of service to you,
Mike

Sheriff Michael H. Lovelace
Marquette County Sheriffs' Office
236 W. Baraga Ave.

Mamueltte, Ml 49855
906-225-8437
miovelace@matcty.org

https://mail. google.com/a/up.net/Tui=2&1k=51461 3b729& view=pt&search=inbox&th=12{043800... 3/30/2011

04/22/2011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX NO 5055] 005
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USDA

= |
Unitad States March 30, 2011
Department of
Agriculture

To whom it may concern:
Farm and Foraign

‘;‘gﬁgﬁ:m' We have heard of no Feral Pig problems in the Western UP.

Farm Setvice Agency Thank You
Baraga Area FSA
Service Center

P.O. Box 820
Baraga, MI 43908

Phone:
906-353-8225

FAX:
906.353-5231

naw tewa asoey A Equnl Opportunity Provider snd Empl()ycr

0472272011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX No 5055] 410086



MARK VALESANO, SHERIFF

County of Iron - Office of the Sheriff
Courthouse — 2 South Sixth Street — Suite 18
Crystal Falls, Michigan 49920-1413
Telephone: (906) 875-0650 « Fax: (906) 875-6370

03/03/2011
Re: Russian Bores / Pigs at Large

To whom it may Concern,

I was recently contacted by Mr. Roger Turunen of Pelkey, MI regarding an issue concerning the
raising of bores / pigs. Mr. Turunen asked if the fron County Sheriff's Office had ever received
any complaints of pigs being loose in Iron County. I advised him that I had no memory of any
problems involving loose pigs. In checking with staff no one had any knowledge of this Office
ever taking any type of a complaint involving pigs at large.

Sincerely,

Sheriff Mark Valesano
Iron County Sheriff’s Office

Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
www_iron.org

04/22/2011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX NO 5055] 4003
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KEWEENAW COUNTY
SHERIFE’S OFFICE

5105 4™ STREET - EAGLE RIVER, MI 49950
PHONE: (906) 337-0528 FAX: {906) 337-4278
E-MAIL: ksheriff@pasty.net

ey
Ry

R. OLSON - UNDERSHERIFF/JALL

g SR

ADMINISTRATOR
N o P

__RICHARD

-

30-2011

Feral Pigs

Yhom It May Concern

Keweenaw County Sheriff's office has never experienced any
have been associated with the sheriff's office for the past 31
lving thesc animals.

his Letter is to Advise that the
. of a problem with wild pigs- 1
-s and sheriff for the past 190 with no complaints invo

ald Lahti Sheriff

04/2 157
2/2011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX NO 5055) [41008



‘B3/3¢/2011 12:83 966-AB4-4880 ONTONAGON  SHERLFE

John Gravier Dale Rantala
Sherift Undersherift

OFFICE OF SHERIFF ONTONAGON COUNTY

RATE STREET, ONTONAGON, Mi 49953

620 CONGLOME
PHONE (906) 8844801 » FAX (306) 8844880
onsh@ontonagoncounty.org

March 30, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

g to feral hog in Ontonagon County. Nor have we

We have had no complaints pertainin

had any problems.

< with farm pigs damaging yards of their neighborts.

We bave in the past had problem

04/ :
22/2011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX NO 5055] (4009
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p ] neT ; o . | Brenda Turunen <bstg@up.net>

-wd: Hogs

message

leff DeBacker <jdebacker@pasty.net> s Wed, Mar 30, 2011 af 8:49 PM

‘o: Brenda Turuner <bstg@up.net>, Gregory Joh'r;so'ﬁ <GAJ@up.net>

I have two more coming from Alger and Menominee counties and will forward those when | receive them
as well. -

Thank you,

Jeff

There are no reported complaints of feral hogs in Schoolcraft County. In fact, we have not had any
complaints involving hogs.

Grant

"You cannot escape the responsibilities of tomorrow by evading them today.” - Abraham
Lincaln

Grant S. Harris, Sheriff
Schooilcraft County Sheriff's Office
300 Main Street

Manistique, Ml 48854

Telephone: 906-341-2122
Fax: 906-341-6154

Think before you print

The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and thus protected from
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the message and deleting it from
your computer. Thank you.

112011
0472272011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX No 5055] 4010
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Septamber 7. 2010

To: J. R. Richardson
From: Ottawa Sportsmen’s Club
Subj.: Feral Swine and Russian Wild Boar in Michigan

CC:  TLrin McDonough, Muce

At a regular membership meeting of the Ottawa Sportsmen’s Club held September €, 2010 the
foliowing position was adopted regarding the issues of feral swine (domestic swine gone wild)
andd Russian Wild Boar it Michigan. The position passed unanimously.

1. We stronply support the present statewide policy that allows legally shooting either entity on
private Jand by the landowner or guest at any time and on public land by anyone holdmg a
current Michigan hunting licensa.

We wanld aiso recommend and encourage expanding policy to include srong penalties to any
individual or group that would knowingly release Russian wild boar on any private lands without
suitable enelasure or releasing on public lands at any time.

2. We do sof support a broad-brush listing of both entities as invasive species. We feel it 1s
srroneous 1o apply the term “invasive species” to domestic swine gone wild and such application
could pessibly result in unintended consequences in the future.

3. We holicve the Feral swing issuz is a subicer aor related (o the Russian wild boar issuc and
combining the two unfairly nenalizes respensible operators raising wild boar.

4. Nfichigun farmers currently raising Russian wikd boar for saie 1o game farms for hunting and
i¢ the mea industry for consumption.both in Michigan and throughout the nation, have recenty
fonned an Association to aid in standardizing their operations. This group s the Michigan

Animal Roisers Association.

We would encourage allowing this Association. along with the Michigan Dept. of Nawral
Resources and Environment and the Michigan Dept. OF  Agriculture, to develop policiss of self-
reguiation and operating standards 10 govern their enterprise, There are a number of precedents
for this in Michigan. A good example would be in the Forest Industry where induziny and
sovernment worked together 1o develop Best Managemeni Practices for Water Quality and the
Sustainable Foresiry Initigtive, both very suecessful and worthwhile efforts.

Compiizd b Russ Weisinger. Secrctary

CC: John Sreavia. President: fack Lehto. MUCC Board of Dircciors

04/22/2011 FRI 11:57 [TX/RX No 5055]) [dio1z2



1. WHEREAS; feral swine have been determined, by the State of Micbigan, to be a
2. threat to natural resources; AND

3. WHEREAS; feral swine, which are the cause of concern, includs both

4. domesticated swine (pigs) of the breeds traditionally raised by pork producers for the
5. consamer market, and the Russian Wild Boar which is primarily raised by farmers
6. who provide stock for hunting preserves, as well as a mixed breed of the two; AND

7. WHEREAS; Michigan United Conservation Clubs has participated in a group which
8. has developed a list of recommendations for producers and farmers to assist in

9. writing legislation and regulations to assure that producers and game farms arc

10. properly managed to prevent future escapes of swine to add to the feral population;
11. AND

12. WHEREAS; legislation and regulation must be completed before July 8, 2011 or
13. Russian Wild Boar will be designated as an invasive species and will effectively
14. shut down all facilities raising and stocking these animals; AND

15. WHEREAS; legislation is now being written to develop regulation of this farmiog
16. industry; NOW THEREFORE;

17. BEIT RESOLVED; that Michigan United Conservation Clubs, in all

18. communications, advocate the proper use of the term “feral swine™ rather
15. than use the term “Russian Wild Boer”, when “feral swine” is the proper
20. terminology.

OTTAWA SPORTMEN’S CLUB February 7, 2011

04/22/2011 FRI 11:57
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Michael Brunner - Re: Bear Mountain Lodge in Negaunee in Marquetie County - Feral Swine issue ... Pagei

From: Michael Brunner

To: Frank, Nancy, Kennedy, Rebecca; m-brunner@sbcglobal.net

Date: 7/31/2007 12:21:13 PM

Subject: Re: Bear Mountain Lodge in Negaunee in Marquette County - Feral Swine Issue
Dr. Frank,

On July 26, 2007 Commissioner Ann Jousma- Miller and | visited the Bear Mountain Lodge wild boar
hunting facility owned by Greg Johnson. Mr. Johnson was most cooperative in allowing us to do a
thorough evaluation of his operation.

In 2006 Mr. Johnson imported three groups of full grown swine from Davis Point Game Farm in Canada.
They were imported as follows:

March 21, 2006......... 44 head

May 17, 2006........... 50 head

December 19, 2006....42 head
For each of these imports we were shown the import records and health certificates. The papers were
appropriately filled out and the pigs were properly identified with two different ear tags. The swine were
tested for bruceliosis prior to entry. They were not tested for pseudorabies, as Canada is pseudorabies
free.
Mr. Johnson has not had post entry pseudorabies testing done on these pigs, but has agreed to coilect
blood for pseudorabies testing on his imported pigs as they are killed by hunters in the future. No pigs
leave this facility alive.

Mr. Johnson did not import swine from Canada in 2007, but he plans to do so in the future. In addition to
importing boars from Canada, he also buys boars from people who raise them in Upper Michigan.

We also inspected the entire fence on this facility. Since this facility also encloses deer, the fence is 10
feet tall and is made entirely of woven wire. The land inside the entire fence is completely cleared back by

fence.

This appears to be a "first class” operation where all of the little things are done right. As a result, Mr.
Johnson has sold between 1000 and 1500 boar hunts in the past four years. He employs about 12 guides,
and hunters come from throughout the Country to experience boar hunting at this facility.

>>> Rebecca Kennedy 7/12/2007 9:45 AM >>>
Dr Brunner,

Per our conversation, thank you for taking the following work assignment regarding Bear Mountain Lodge
in Negaunee in Marquette County - Feral Swine Issue.

Please note that the due date is Thursday, August 2, 2007.
Please contact Dr Remick with any questions.

Once you have completed the assignment, please do a "Reply to All" on this email with a narrative of the
results of your visit.

Thank you,
Beki



Nancy Frark - Greg Johnson epi.doc

Greg Johnson
dba Bear Mountain LLC
Negaunee M1
Epidemiologic Investigation
Completed by Colleen Bruning-Fann, DVM, MS, ACVPM (Epi)
USDA APHIS, VS Area Epidemiology Officer, Michigan

On October 22, 1 visited Bear Mountain LLC accompanied by Dr. Mike Brunner,
field veterinarian with the Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA). The
purpose of my visit was to investigate this premises in regards to pseudorabies
infection. During my visit, Dr. Lori Harms, field veterinarian with USDA, APHIS,
VS collected blood samples from 16 live Russian-type swine.

Bear Mountain LLC is a game hunting operation with Russian-type swine, elk,
white-tailed deer, and Corsican sheep. The premises consists of approximately
100 acres of land and a lodge for housing the guests. The animals are keptin a
large fenced-in area. The fence is woven wire approximately 10 feet high. To
prevent swine from digging out of the enclosure, an electrified wire (hot wire) is
strung on the inside of the enclosure approximately 12 inches from the woven
wire. This wire is kept electrified except when the snow becomes deep enough
to cover the wire (winter).

During my visit, Greg Johnson and I inspected the entire extent of the fence
from outside of the enclosure. The fence appeared in very good condition with
no evidence of swine burrowing under the fence. Areas where swine had
“rooted” or created wallows were seen on the inside of the enclosure but
stopped before reaching the “hot wire”. It appears that the electrified wire is
sufficient to discourage swine from digging near the fence. No evidence of swine
such as digging or wallows were seen on the outside of the fence. Numerous
cloven-hoofed prints were seen outside of the enclosure on the periphery of the
fence but I was not able to determine if they were swine or deer prints.

According to Mr. Johnson, Dr. Brunner, and all the records 1 examined, all swine
at Bear Mountain LLC were either imported from Canada or born in the
enclosure. As Canada is considered pseudorabies free, swine imported from
Canada were not tested for pseudorabies. Documentation does show the
premises of origin for all Canadian swine. No swine were added after 3/31/08.
According to the records I viewed, Mr. Johnson is buying high-priced swine. In
discussion with Dr. Harms, she stated that all the swine she has seen appear to
be Russian-type with a similar appearance.

Starting in June of 2008, Mr. Johnson has been collecting blood from hunter-
killed swine for pseudorabies and brucellosis testing. Examination of the results
of this testing shows that between June 10, 2008 and September 3, 2008, 23
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Negaunee Townsh1p L

"4 Community on the Grow" & %
42 State Highway M-35 Negaunee M| 49866 \9/’%) -
Telephone (906)475-7869 Fax 906 475 5071 *

July 25,2007 (ATTACHMENT 3]

Greg Johnson
91 N Basin Dr
Negaunee MI 49866

Dear Mr. Johnson

I'am writing in support of Bear Mountain Lodge located in our township. Since it began
operation in 2002, we have had no complaints filed regarding the operation of the hunt site. In
fact, many compliments have been received regarding the wonderful experiences hunters have
had at Bear Mountain.

The concerns expressed by neighbors, hunters and non-hunters before the business opened were
addressed at “good neighbor” meetings as well as our Planning Commission and Township
Board meetings to the satisfaction of all. We are happy to report there have no complaints or
concerns expressed regarding Bear Mountain Lodge and we are very happy to have this hunting
opportunity in our township.

I wish you continued success in your operation.
Sincerefy,\
e -

Wayne Johnson, Supervisor
Negaunee Township



Negaunee Township P
"4 Community on the Grow" e ‘7 *\ TVV}

42 State Highway M-35 Negaunee M| 49866 A S
Telephone (906)475-7869  Fax 906 475 5071

May 20, 2009

Greg Johnson
91 N Basin Dr
Negaunee MI 49866

Dear Mr. Johnson

['am writing in support of Bear Mountain Lodge located in our township. Since it began
operation in 2002, we have had no complaints filed regarding the operation of the hunt site. In
fact, many compliments have been received regarding the wonderful experiences hunters have
had at Bear Mountain.

The concerns expressed by neighbors, hunters and non-hunters before the business opened were
addressed at “good neighbor” meetings as well as our Planning Commission and Township
Board meetings to the satisfaction of all. We are happy to report there have no complaints or
concerns expressed regarding Bear Mountain Lodge and we are very happy to have this hunting
opportunity in our township.

I wish you continued success in your operation.

Sincerely,

Negaunee Township

Negaunee Township



MICHAEL H. LOVELACE JACK L. SCHNEIDER

MARQUETTE COUNTY SHERIFF UNDERSHERIFE

236 West Baraga Avenue ¢ Marquette, Michigan 49855
(906) 225-8435 ¢ FAX: (906) 225-8485

May 21, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing this letter regarding Greg Johnson and Bear Mountain Lodge, which is his
business located in my county.

I have known Greg for over 15 years as an outstanding citizen and very professional
business owner/operator through both his Charter Fishing Business and Bear Mountain
Lodge.

The purpose of this letter is to state that there is not, and has not been, a problem with
Feral Swine in our county. We have not received any calls for service or complaints of
Feral Swine in our office.

Please feel free to contact me should you have any concerns, questions or issues
regarding this matter. | can be reached during normal business hours at 906-225-8437
(W), after hours, weekends, and holidays at 906-485-4269 (H) and any other time on
my mobile phone at 906-458-8882.

Sincerely,

Michael H. Lovelace
Sheriff

Serving You Through Community Policing



